PUNCH PRESS, Francis Green
sketch by Nicholas Rees, 2002




The Kitchener Industrial Artifacts Project was
initiated by local artist Nicholas Rees as part of
the City of Kitchener's Cultureplan, in 1996. The
Project presents a unique way of looking at the
human-made landscape of Waterloo Region,
through the innumerable monuments to
industrialization, namely factories and their
artifacts. Industry has always been a backbone
of this area and these buildings and machines
are objects of great cultural value.

The most visible element of the Kitchener
Industrial Artifacts Project as a whole is the
placement of unique pieces of antique
machinery at selected sites within the
community, both indoors (Kitchener City Hall,
the Registry Theatre..) and outdoors (The Iron
Horse Trail, Forest Heights Fire Hall...). The
Project is managed by a working committee and
administrated by City of Kitchener staff. To date,
the Project has been financially supported by
the City of Kitchener and Human Resources
Development Canada, in addition to voluminous
community support.

The Project also attends to the preservation of
other Industrial Artifacts such as archival
materials, Oral History Interviews and research.
The Project attempts to profile the industries
that made the machinery and to preserve the
stories of the people inhabiting the factories by
way of brochures, reports, a website and
recorded interviews.

Archival and/or interview materials are to be
housed in the Doris Lewis Rare Book Room
(University of Waterloo Library), the Waterloo
Historical Society/Kitchener Public Library Grace
Schmidt Room, as well as at Doon Heritage
Crossroads, as a resource and tribute for this
community.

This Project is dedicated to the men and women
who have worked and continue to do so, in
Waterloo Region.

List of Industrial Trail Inventory :

1) PUNCH PRESS:
Francis Green
King St. West at Francis St., Kitchener

2) STEAM ENGINE:
Kitchener City Hall Atrium, 2nd floor,
200 King St. West, Kitchener

3) HYDROELECTRIC GOVERNOR:
as above

4) HUETHER BREWERY VAT DOORS:
as above

5) PURITAN SEWING MACHINE:
Kitchener City Hall, CAO Lobby, 2nd floor

6) DRILL PRESS:
Registry Theatre, 122 Frederick St.

7) PLANET SOLE ROUNDER:
Globe Studios, 141 Whitney Place, Kitchener

8) COMPRESSION TRANSFER PRESS:
Mike Wagner Green, Mill St., Kitchener
Iron Horse Trail at Peter St.

9) TRUEING FIXTURE:
Iron Horse Trail at Mill Street, Kitchener

10) BULL GEAR:
Iron Horse Trail at Cherry Street, Kitchener

11) CLEMMER INDUSTRIES PUNCH PRESS:
Iron Horse Trail at John St., Waterloo

12) INDUSTRIAL FIRE EXTINGUISHER:
Forest Heights Community Centre and
Fire Hall, 1700 Queens Blvd., Kitchener



5) PURITAN SEWING MACHINE: Kitchener City Hall
CAO Lobby, 2nd floor

Donated by Kaufman Footwear, Kitchener, in 1998, this large Sewing Machine was used to
stitch leather work boots. These robust machines are highly prized in the footwear industry
and fetched high prices at the Kaufman liquidation auction in December 2000. The Sewing
Machine is easily seen by climbing the outside steps at Kitchener City Hall.

6) DRILL PRESS: Registry Theatre
122 Frederick St., Kitchener

This unique artifact was used for decades by the City of Kitchener Public Works department.
It was restored at the same time as the Hydroelectric Governor by the Sutherland-Schultz
firm. Another working artifact on display at the Registry Theatre is a small steel bandsaw
made approximately sixty years ago by Beaver Tools of Guelph.

7) PLANET SOLE ROUNDER: Globe Studios
141 Whitney Place, Kitchener

Donated by Bonnie Stuart Shoes in 1998 (when the company ceased to manufacture
children's shoes), this 1919 artifact remains ¢z situ at the Globe Studios building. The cast
steel and brass Sole Rounder was used to cut out shoe soles, and was operated for most
of its working life by members of the same family.

8) COMPRESSION TRANSFER PRESS: Mike Wagner Green, Mill St,
Iron Horse Trail at Peter St., Kitchener

Donated by Mitchell Plastics of Kitchener, this steel press is typical of a now-superceded
thermo-setting moulding process. It was one of two identical presses used by the company
and dates back to approximately 1945. Among other things, the Press produced telephone
and iron handles as well as car dashboard components. This was unveiled in 1998 at a
joint ceremony celebrating the dedication of Mike Wagner Green.
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